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VOSPER THORNYCROFT (UK) LIMITED

LAUNCH

of

H.M.S. BERKELEY

from

WOOLSTON SHIPYARD, SOUTHAMPTON
on

WEDNESDAY, 3rd DECEMBER, 1986, at 1149



TRAVELLING ARRANGEMENTS

(a) TRAIN: For guests travelling by train from London to Southampton and
return, convenient trains would be 0844 departing Waterloo arriving South-
ampton 1014, and for the return journey the 1508 from Southampton arriving
Waterloo at 1618. Transport will meet guests at Southampton Station,
convey them to Woolston Shipyard and return them to Southampton Station.

(b) CAR: Guests travelling by car should arrive Woolston Shipyard between
1035 and 1045, enter the Yard by the first main gate and park cars as directed
by Yard Police. After parking cars, guests walk (3 minutes) to the Sports
and Social Club (north door) in Obelisk Road for pre-launch reception.
Guests who signify on the reply card their intention to travel by car will be
sent labels which should be fixed to car windscreens.

NOTE: When replies to invitations have been received those persons who will
be in the Official Party will be notified by separate letter of the special arrange-
ments that concern them.

OUTLINE PROGRAMME

1045 to: Pre-launch reception in the Sports and Social Club.
1115

1045: Band marches from Sports and Social Club (north entrance) to
position by H.M.S. BERKELEY and plays incidental music until
1132.

1115:  Main party of guests walk to the launching area (5 minutes) and
assemble there leaving clear the front central area. All guests to be
in position by 1127.

1122:  The Official Party proceeds to lhc. launching area. All guests to be
in position by 1127.

1127:  The Sponsor’s Party proceeds to the launching area. On her arrival
Lady Gerken will be presented with a bouquet.

1132:  Lady Gerken is shown the slipway and launch arrangements and
introduced to shipyard personnel.

1137:  The Sponsor arrives on the dais.
“Alert”. Band plays the Salute. *“Carry On™.

1139:

1141:

1149:

1152:

1200:

1210:

1240:

1250:

1420:

1430:

NOTES:

Introductory speech by Mr. P. J. Usher, Managing Director, Vosper
Thornycroft (UK) Limited.

Religious service conducted by the Reverend P. Matthews, M.A.,
Vicar of St. Mark’s, Woolston. On conclusion there will be a brief
pause while the launch procedure is explained to the Sponsor and
then the Band sounds “The Alert”.

Naming and launching of H.M.S. BERKELEY. As the ship begins
to move down the slip, the Band plays *“‘Rule Britannia™.

When the Ship is afloat, three cheers will be given for H.M.S.
BERKELEY and her Sponsor, Lady Gerken. Band plays the
National Anthem to signify the completion of the ceremony. “Carry
on”. Guests remain in their places while the Sponsor’s Party, followed
by the Official Party leave.

Guests leave platform and proceed to Sports and Social Club.
Guests arrive at the Sports and Social Club for Reception.

Guests take their places for luncheon and remain standing until the
Top Table are secated. When scated, the Reverend Matthews will
say Grace.

Luncheon, followed by toasts and speeches.
Luncheon ends.

Guests for the 1508 train leave by coach for Southampton Station.
Other guests depart by car.

Would all guests please bring their invitation card with them.

Cameras must not be brought into the Shipyard.
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DRESS: SERVING OFFICERS — NO. 5 DETAILS OF TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
CIVILIANS AND RETIRED OFFICERS — AND OUTLINE PROGRAMME ARE ENCLOSED

LOUNGE SUITS R.S.V.P. USING ENCLOSED CARD

PLEASE BRING THIS INVITATION CARD WITH YOU



