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BRITIOH MILITARY GOVERNIENT,

BERLIN

Despat
ch
&3k, 22 April, 1966.

Sir,

I have the honour to report that at 3.30 p.m. on ‘ednesday,
She Boh ot sorid a two-seater YAK 28 ("Pirebar") all-weather Jet
tighter airerart or the Joviet Forces in Germany was on a flight
8Cross Berlin at 4,000 metres when it got into difficulties and
crashed into the British Sector of Berlin. The purpose of this
despatch jig to describe the seduel and the initial repercussions of
this unexpected event,
2. The aircraft fortunately crashed onte water, at a point about
200 yards from the eastern shore of the Stoessensee, an inlet of
the Havel River Just south of the Heerstrasse. There was thus no
damage done to persons or property in est Berlin. Joth the Soviet

airmen remained in their aireraft and were killed on impact, but this

¥as not immediately apparent as only the tip of the tail remained
above water, the bulk of the aireraft being embedded in the deep
| mud of the Havel bottom at this point (the depth of water is only
| 2-3 metres).

3. The news quickly reached these Headguarters, but first
reports of the type and even the nationality of the aircraft were
conflicting., Heanwhile the Vest Derlin Fire Brigade and Police
were guickly on the scene, as well as the Red Cross and other
organisations, and also large numbars of the public, The Military

Folice and representatives of thesas Headquarters and Royal Air

Force Gatow took charge of operations and cordoned off the shore
| area. Aqua-lung divers began probing the wreckage, and it was

rapidly apparent to RAF COfficers (largely owing to the quick

reaction of Squadron Leader Taylor of IRIXMIS) that this was a

modern Soviet military aireraft of great intelligence interest,

/Heanwhile

His Excellency,
i Sir Frank Roberts, G.C.M.G., G.C.V.0.,
etc., ete., ete.,

Bonn.
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Badl military, pelice, and customs units began a search

fo : i
T $he pilots throughout likely arcas of “est Rerlin, in case

they hag Succeeded in parachuting.
4. The 3oviet reaction although notparticularly quick (it was
O¥er two houre before the first Tusaians arrived on the scend)
cortainly left no doubt of the interecst which the Soviet military
fathoritios ook in the crash, & party of officers arrived

accompanied by a bus with about twenty Soviet soldiers from the
Tierzarten “ar Memorial Guard, some of them with small arms.
Fore officers %ept arriving. Their object was to mount guard on
the airerart themselves and to try to conduct, or anyhow to

Bupervise, the Salvage operations: a Soviet Colonel came to

Iritish leadquarters and mede a formal demand to this effect to
the feting Zritish Conmaadant, lir. “ayman, who was by then holding
a meeting with the U.5. and PFrench Commandants, After consulting
the latter, kr.

an told the Soviet Colonel firmly that the
ar Femorial Guard must at once return to the Tiergarten; that
the Dritish authorities wonld be entirely ressonsible for the
salvage of an aircraft that had crashed in our Zector; and that
when salvase had been completed and the aircraft investigzated, we
should be able to inform the Joviet authorities about its return.

The bus-load of soldiers was duly withdrawn without their having

dismounted, but the Soviet officers stayed to observe

developmants and remained in varying numbers, in a closely cordoned

area at a distance of about three hundred yards from the Gtoessensee,

throughout the salvapge operations.

5. hs was at once foreseen, Soviet tactics on the day following
the crash were to put pressure on us by a mixture of threat and

bluster with the aim of obtaining immediate Soviet access to the
wreckage and the salvage operations, no doubt so ag to make it

more difficult for vital equipment to be removed or properly
examined and thus to limit the intelligence dividend, WNevertheless,
Soviet efforta were neither particularly well ce-ordinated mor
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it U Very far: the event seemed to have caught them unprepared.

They made no attempt, as we at first feared, at physical harassnent

OF pressure on Berlin. They made great play at first with our

2lleged delay in recovering and handing over the bodies of the two

"huro-pilozgﬂ

who according to a T

i3 Agency release of the 7th of April had

I]ellbor‘.-tcly remained in their machine and sacrificed their lives

in order to aveid coming down on a populated area. TAES claimed
that their decision to de 80 had been monitored by ground coatrol

from their conversation in the aircraft. The effect of this story
(which we believe was mostly invention) was spoilt locally by the
appearance of a different and much more highly embroidered version
in "Neues Jeutschland"; this purported to give a minute deseription
of what passed through the pilot's minds after their radio had gone
dead and they lost touch vith the ground! lore meriously, on the
morning of the 7th of April the Chief of BRIXMIS wae summoned to
the 3oviet HJeadguarters at Zossen-"unsdorf to receive a stiff
formal protest from the Jeputy Commander in Chief, General Delik.

This ended with a categorical demand that Soviet persomnel should

be permitted to salvage the aircraft, failing which the Russians

wonld be forced to take "appropriate measures", Immedintely
aftervards, however, Brigadier ’‘ilson was given a considerably
milder message to the Commander in Chief, R.4.F. (Germany) from

the Soviet Commander in Chief himself {General Koshevoi was

telephoning from lHoscow where he was no doubt attending the Party

Congress). FParallel requests were made by the iead of the Soviet

Liaison Hission (S0XMIS), whe ent the whole morning at Joint
Headquarters in zindahlen,
G. Feanwhile the welcome

and extremely prompt arrival of a team

of Naval divers and R.A.F. technical experts from the United

Yingdom, who after being roused from their beds in ngland in the

very early hours of the morning reached the crash site at noon on

the 7th of April, allowed salvaging to start in earnest. luring

/the afternoon

» Captain Boris Yapustin and First Lieutenant Yuri Yanov,
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he afternpgn the main part of the fuselage was sufficiently .o
| .
gL onto the “oyal Zngincers' raft to confirm that both =
Pilotg were indecd dead in the cockpit. First priority for the : g
« 0
| PREE Ot dane e to the work of extricating the bodies, which £z
1 * B
owing to the tangled condition of the wreckage took about seven hours - 6« .
*
o 2 = 0
‘ and wag jg part extremely dangerous because one of the ejector ST
P
m
Seats was sti1] "live", Great pPraise nust go to the team, and # il
=
| bartiecularly to the 2 echanies from Satow, who accomplished ;; g
m
T
this tas! without tishac. They were frequently hampered by a T
BT
Searchlight which the Soviet ohservers had by new established on &
Z X
he bany e i dy t .~
the bank. Iy was after midnight before the bedies were ready to it
2 &
be handed over to Soviet representatives with cuitable military gg e
o4
fonours. At this point there was 2 new difficulty: the reasonably E E
m A
c¢o-operative Soviet iir Force General, “ulanov, who had been the
senior officer present, was replaced by the Jeputy Chiaof of Staff
;i G APPRC‘PRMTE Box
from Zossen, Lazutin, a mueh tougher customer who insisted that OPIES You REQU\RE

**"”'***xn:*.
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acecordin~ to 2lleged Soviet custon the Soviet bearer party must be
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|
ta die o the salvape raft, 7 is was vi
the pilots died, i.e. on the gal age rarft hi as obviously a *hray *adowy

} allowed to receive the bodies and nay homage to them on the spot where

fresh Zussian device to try and get on the raft, ag was an earlier

prlea to send a doctor to the raft. Thanks to ratient but firm

irigade Conmander, drigadier Taylor, and the

negotiation by

KIS, Group Captain Colahan, this ploy was

Jeputy Chidf of 3

rgarten ar Memorial fuard had

eventually dropped and after the Ti

again been summoned (this time by agreement) with a snall military

and, the bodies wore formally handed over on the bank at ahout

M. on the Bth of April (Good Friday). Great credit is due

to Prig r Taylor, Group Captain Colahan, and all others concerncd

for bringing this operation to a succesafyl conclusion, and fop

rich visibly impressed the lussians (as

carrying it out in =

also witness the faet that General Jelilk conpgratulated rigadier

‘ilson next day on the bearing of gur soldiers),

| 1 |
. Cur other concern durxnm the 7th of ipril had been to decide |
|

/how long
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long it would take to salvage the aircraft and how long we

cou 2 - :
e Tensonably keep the wreckege for intelligence exanination

before handing it bnek to the 2ussians. Cur experts estimated that

the esseatial oxamination of the

they coula if neccessary comple
Birframe within tventyfour hours, i.c. by the end of Friday, the
B4k of kpril, although the engines were unlikely to be recoverad

by then or perhaps until much later. The French Commandant,

parently on his own initiative and perhaps mindful of General

de Gaulle's forthcoming visit to Mosccow, pressed for a very early

hand-over, but declared himself satisfied provided the Tlussians could
be given at least an early estimate of the hand-over date. My

United States colleague was at first withou! instructions but early

on the 8th he learned that a party of experts was arriving from the
United States that day =nd would want to work on the wreckage for two
or three days. Zven allowing for the extra few hours' flying time
er off the mark than the

the Americans had been a good deal slow

Royal Havy and the .A.F. This obliged us to change our original

nlan of offering the wreckage to the Russians at dusk on Friday the

we agreed with our 4llies to nane a hand-over time

8th of 4pril; we
twentyfour hours lateri.e. 6.C0 p.m. on Saturday the Sth (the
Lmerican experts, having once secn the wreckage and the work already

2.4.7., agreed that this would be enough for them).

done by the
dintely recoverable wreckage was in fact on the raft by

All the im
the early afteracon of the Bth, and all essential examination by

United States sxperts (the French were showing at

this time no interest) was complete by mid-day on the 9th. Small
picces of wreckage continued to come up after these times, but there
was still no sign of the twe engines: these were almost certainly
rould require a major dredging operaticms.

deep in the
8, The next stepn was discnssion with the Russians of the hand-over
timc and procedure. The Soviet anthorities were by now showing
themselves in a mora reasonable frame of mind. Admittedly, the
Chief of DRIZMWIS was again sumnmoned by General Belik to Zossen on
/the 8th
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h to recaive a message complaining inter alia CHAE RIS
Mtitude to ¢he recovery of the pilots did not "accord with
internurinnwl law nor with an understanding of humanity or norals's
But the overall tone was milder and Jrigadier 'ilson was received

e took the occasion to deliver a

with comparative cordiality.
Belik's

formal reply fron the Jritish Commanders-in-Chief to General
Protest of the day before: it described the Soviet attitude as

difficult to underst: nd and renffirnmed that salvage oparations

Were a solely British respongibility.

9. By the evening of Friday the Oth we were able to put to

the Tussians simultancously at Pctedan and on the crash site an

the following day

at B.p.m.

offer to return the available

by floating it down the ‘avel on the loyal Ingineers' raft to

hand-over (as we

Poted the understandinr that the actua

thought the Tussians would desire) should take place at the
ed

that we could sigr no de

cras’ gite. 'e insisted, hows
reeeipt or record of the transaction. ‘e offercd to let Soviet

linison officers accompany the ra:ft from the crash siteon its

Jjourney to Fotsdam. 4t the technical level the lussians rezcted

favourably tc the idea of a transfer on the water, but at noon on

y the Bth Geaeral Lazutin arrived at the crash site with a

Saturd
more formal reply te the effect that the Soviet authorities still
salvage equipment; they also wished to

wished to send in their own

and they wanted

at one ti

wait and take over all the w
the hand-over to take ploce on the Tavel at the Sector/Zonal border

le wag told that our reaction to

instead of at the crash site. H
tvo points was negative and that the Commanders-in-Chief

his first

h2d not decided about the third point. Finding that he could not

then 28 to the place of hand-over,

obtain a definite

General Lazutin =bruptly left, and no more was heard from the Soviet

authorities for over twentyfour hours.

10. On the nerning of Bunter avfund;:h 11 April, a BRIZKIS officer waa

inne that we would aeccept a hand-

sent to Fotsdanm to inform the .

/over of the
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sh raft to a Loviet ve

wreckage fron the
{avel opposite

our tor at the point on th
Soviet Zone have
11 where the Gritish Je¢tor and the Soviet Zo
nussizng were
4 common water boundary. At the time the Tussians wer

they accepted this or our originnl offer by

of the

warned that, unles:
) convenience

noon the next day, we should be obliged bhecnuse 1

wove the

Derliners and ourselves to T«

crused to the
snder our control. HNext day,

place of oafe

wreckage to
#ain supnoned to

ence

the 12th of April, Chief of BRIIMIG

Turanteyev

Genera

“088en wihere the Soviet Chief of
althouzh he

accepted the plan for a tre

insisted that it should be exactly on the border rather than on
ter condition in order to

over

the ssizne might manoeuvre our barg

rreed to sign some

it unle

then detair

le form of receipt or understanding. But General

A liced forn of reeceint,

had explicitly nzreed to a

[

Turanteyev

d it 1y now thst the lussians were out to any
incident of thie *ind. Ch -over plan was accordingly set in
April, just a vee: after the

13th of

nd-over was

1 the I

at the

tly owing teo the ‘ussisns!

begun. It took a full six hours,
but also bkecause

evary piece of the wreck,

insistence on
sone of the expected difficulties over documentation did in fact
erise. he main trouble was that the Toviet representatives wanted
signed listing not omly the ajor elesents

inute

ill miseing and containing

but also those

of the airéraft returne
would be handed back within & time limit.

undertakin
After some bard argunent on the raft between General Zulanov and

thorised the signature of a document

Captain Colah A
eliminatin nacceptable features: only the elements of the
h ed over were listed, and it was aoted that we would in

aircraft

due course (without time limit) handover further parts of the

wreraft
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kind of story, some of Prie

o 5 on
Some y The salvage operation

neenfortably well infors g

the raft we 't for the telerhoto

e of course a perfect t

lenses or ine of the Tavel, This

o

el on the rising
uernan help in the first twe days

on should appear in the

selves. To the

referred to

e light of a careful survey of the

riod, netling of inportance

however, rayves led.

of the episode which cansed

wers watehing very

fully to

r we re bei too obliging te

or allow

Precence" in 'ast Berlin. of

2u.8 both

he ns usuelly like o
gquzdripartite g of & s And whep they find it

irhts fop Purposes |

useful in the future,

Jenying the Ruassiang

Access to and oh; ervation of the crash area; it wag a

iatter of ensuy ing that their presence should not seen rermznent

that they we confinad to np

of the

nsee where we

*1 and know

exactly what thoy were doing, ur proi

Action on the first

e

of the Tiergarten ar Hemorial

derman Opinion. Thereaf ter

there vere sone grumblings fren the r

t wing, but on the whole

we received 2 pgood pres

held that the lussians had

/been
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3erlin L eared
oWn who wore the masters in s6t Berlin. e f
I e kG Wit Beeare e Lk been handed over, and we

Settled down to the longe r-term op ion of rocovering the
MNgines, t A . § ¥t inst the continuing
SNEines, the press night nount a campaige inot the c )

the Joviet observers at toessensec, who had aow

e with a motor caravan. :n fact, intere
e 1 ir vorated, but we took the precaution
of lnasisti o 1e Soviet authorities at Potadam having the
el nd of limiting Joviet nctivities to uming one
vehicle and ahout feur nilitary personncl which eould roasonably be
: S a normal g ol. The conplied, with not
too i1l gr ce, 1d our action Azain rnoted by the press with
\pproval,
14.  The wholc affair primarily a sractieal onsra I
L think t ¥ political moral to be drav: excest that,
= b the Soviet Soverar ave not so far been
prepared to Zerlin cris

for the sa%e of any attempt to deny

loitaticn of the

8 all the

bly comnlic I operaticn in which we were riven

at all times the fullest s

-
g
g

assy and by the

Commanders-in-Chief. A4 =

large proportion of the

ritish garri

or another enzaged in the business

to the detriment ef from tedh Fay
the Royal icir r Tolice, the infantry
lattalions were reguired to mount zeurity precautions,
the British Hilitary yed ad 50 on. They
diz xtr 1 vod job; i should like to pay
narticular tribut er who was Aeting Commandant
over the 2T ried, to Bripadier ¥ylor, a te the
Gfficer Com «h+T. Gatow, Group Captain Oxspring, for the

sirable way in which th

directed operations in their

yartienlar apheres, and also to

'ilson and the staff

3

of 3RIXNIS for the way in which they earried out the liaison

Awork
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#ork with the Soviet authorities.
15. I

an sending copies of this despatch to the Foreign

foic?v to D.E. Ambassadors in “ashington, Faris and Foscow, to
the Uniteqd ¥ingdon Termanent Tepresentative to NATD, to the
Commanders-in-Chief Committee (Gersaany), and to Gemeral farris

at Live Cak,

I have the honour to be,
with the highest respect,
Sir,

Your obedient Cervant



