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[image: image2.jpg]With reference to the inspection and testing of the electrical fittings of Ihipaction of
ships, the Admiralty have ordered, by A.L. G. 4576, 14 November 1888, that, in
addition to the inspection which, under the present regulations is conducted by
an officer from the D.N.O. department previous to a ship heing placed in the
first division of the Stenm Reserve, an inspection and test of all electrical
fittings is to be made, shortly after commissioning, by the Steam Reserve and
Dockyard authorities in the presence of the officers of the ship and officers from
the departments of the D.N.O. and D.N.C., the objects of the trial being—
firstly, to insure everything being in perfect order, and secondly, to permit the
officers and men belonging to the ship to see and become familiar with the
eleatric installation worked at its full power by the Dockyard or Steam Reserve
authorities, and so to prevent any conflict of opinion subsequently as to the
responsibility for mishaps on actual service.

As soon as possible after commissioning the Captain is to arrange with the
Admiral Superintendent and Captain of the Steam Reserve for the trial to take
place, and due notice is to be given to the Admiralty officials, who will attend
the trial.

In consequence of the paper labels of mines being frequently obliterated, in Tabelaitor
future a copper-tinned label, giving the number and weight, will be fixed by
two brass screws to the upper deck.

b
i A spanner (spanner P., Mark L) has been sealed for use with the 500-1b. Spma o
mine, Mark ITL. It is a claw spanner of wrought iron with steel pins, and was
£ to prevent any possibility of cutting the wires when screwing up the
ece.
Plate I shows the 500-lb. mine, Mark IIL., also the spanner.
No change has been made in the armoured cable supplied, and pattern 748, Al

described in last year’s report, is still the Service pattern.

Trial; now bein ried out with three patterns of tape-covered cable,
with the object of ascertaining whether such cables will stand wear and tear
better than the present ones which are covered with hemp, and which is not
found to be satistactory.

Experiments were carried out with steel hawsers of various sizes covered Woodite cavlo.
with woodite sponge. Huawsers so coated will float, and possess considerable
buoyancy. The excessive cost of the cables, however, entirely stopped any
idea of their being used.

A new form of countermining launch is now being built for trial by New counter-
Messrs. Forvestt. She will be of wood, 42 fr. long, capable of being hoisted ™" *%™
inboard by men-of-war or merchant steamers, and will be able to carry 20 tons
of coal if used for that purpose. She will be tried cavefully before any further
orders for similar boats are given.

Lxperiments have been carried out with a new form of si o
by the Cotton Powder Company. Three kinds were tried, viz. -Large socket fats A
distress signal, socket light signal, and socket sound s The lights are
supplied in the form of cartridges, very like the ordinary signal rocket without
the stick; and are fired from a metal socket fixed to the side of the ship or boat.

The result of the experiments was, that the large socket distress signal gave
a report quite equal to, if not greater than, any signal gun, and at the same
time it threw a bright light high up into the air, and it was recommended that
these signals should be tried in the Fleet for signalling purposes where guns are
at present used. The sound signal gave a loud report with no light, and the
light signal gave a good report with a light, which was not considered to be
equal to that of Very’s, and consequently it was not recommended that the latter
should be abolished in favour of the signal lights for torpedo boat work.
It should be pointed out that these signals may only be used in the socket.
Guneotton would probably be a more satisfactory explosive. .

The following instructions are issued for charging the small cells, pattern c
753, also for insulating the terminals on top of the cell, if it is desired to
do so, in the event of their being in exposed places where salt water can getat ~
them :—

Remove the cork stopper and cane vent plug, and pour in through the
charging hole (the largest one) halfa gill of clean fresh water. The pouring
must be done slowly and carefully, so as not to spill any water over the top of
the cell.  After charging, replace the cork and vent plug.
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